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March 3, 2013   Three Lessons on Christian Education during Lent 
 
Lesson 1: Number 16:23-40 
 
Korah was a Levite.  Levites were supposed to be in charge of transporting the tabernacle through the 
wilderness and teaching the people, but they weren’t supposed to make the sacrifices.  That was reserved for 
one family of the Levites; Aaron’s family.  Korah didn’t like that.  He wanted a democracy of sorts.  He wanted 
access to the LORD by virtue of the mere fact that he was an Israelite.   
 
So he called Moses a power monger.  Some of his cousins accused Moses of leading them out into the desert to 
kill them and starve them to death.   Worse yet, the Levites had brought some powerful leaders of the Israelites 
to their side, and the people were listening to them.  God had to publicly stand behind Moses and Aaron as 
proof to the people that they were ordained by God into the priesthood.  So Moses set up a test.   

“You and all your followers are to appear before the LORD tomorrow—you and they and Aaron.  
 Each man is to take his censer and put incense in it—250 censers in all—and present it before the 
LORD. You and Aaron are to present your censers also.”  

Both were to meet at the tent of meeting to see whose offering would be acceptable to the LORD.  The LORD 
responded with a powerful judgment on those who rebelled, opening up the earth to swallow the tents and 
families of the rebels, and sending fire from His presence to completely char the 250 leaders who had incense 
burners in their hands.  It reminds me of that scene from the old movie, “Raiders of the Lost Ark” when fire 
came out from the Ark and charred the Nazis who were all standing there.   
 
Now here’s the interesting thing.  “Tell Eleazar son of Aaron, the priest, to take the censers out of the 
smoldering remains . . .  the censers of the men who sinned at the cost of their lives. Hammer the censers 
into sheets to overlay the altar, for they were presented before the LORD and have become holy. Let 
them be a sign to the Israelites.”  (Nu 16:37)  Imagine getting that job!  Here there are 250 smoldering human 
remains.  Did Eleazar have to pry the smoldering censers from the hands of the charred bodies?  That same day 
they were to melt the censers down and overlay the altar with bronze.  The bronze altar was then to be a 
powerful reminder to every Israelite; every time he came to the place of sacrifice; only Aaron and the priests 
were to make the sacrifice. 
 
What’s the point?  Were the people to lose sight of the importance of the priesthood, they would then also lose 
sight of the importance of the Great High Priest to come and the sacrifice that He was to make for their holiness.  
The GOSPEL of the priesthood of Jesus Christ was at stake.  This couldn’t be trifled with. 
 
On this Christian Education Sunday one thing I want you to note is what we try to hammer into the souls of our 
children; it’s Jesus Christ as our PRIEST.  Modern day non-denominational preachers love Jesus as Rabbi.  
They love the “non-threatening” God who doesn’t get angry with anyone but just wants to have coffee with 
them.  As the bronze was overlaid on the altar as a warning to those who wanted another way to the LORD, 
Christian education at our Lutheran schools puts Christ in Word and sacrament at the front and center.  The 
church year annually takes us through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  Baptism is connected to the 
crucifixion and death of Christ as we bathe our children in His blood and righteousness.  We look at it as if we 
were plunging the child into the grave with Jesus.  A highlight and pinnacle of education is the confirmation of 
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the child, when he or she will be able to receive the Lord's Supper – pointing again to Jesus and His forgiveness 
as our priest.  The cross of Christ our Priest is the only way to have a truly non-threatening relationship with our 
LORD.  Any other way will end in the fires of hell.   
 
Lesson 2: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
 
“I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact,” Paul said.  Ignorance is not bliss in God’s sight or in the 
Apostle Paul’s letter.  God will not give people a pass for not knowing the truth on Judgment Day.    
 
Faith is not based on speculation or on what you think vs. what I think.  In a newspaper poll teens were once 
asked, “How is your faith important to you?”  Many answered with such bland messages, “My faith is important 
to me because I have to believe in myself.”  This is not faith.  It’s ignorant arrogance.  Faith – God pleasing 
faith - is based on fact.  What fact?  Not scientific or mathematical fact, but higher fact.  Facts such as Paul 
mentioned, “That our forefathers were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea.”   
 
An integral part of Christian education is Bible History – in seeing how God has dealt with humanity 
throughout the ages.   Our teachers view and teach this as fact, not myth.  There are some who feel that their 
children don’t need to learn such stories about how God wiped out this people or that or how the Israelites were 
bitten by snakes in the desert.  But we feel Bible History is very important.  We are willing to invest money in 
the education of our children of these very facts.  Why? 
 
Paul explained why.  He first of all talked about all of the advantages that the Israelites had.  They were 
baptized into Moses.  They drank from the spiritual rock of Christ!  They show the generosity and mercy of 
God.  We can see some similarities in our own blessings.  We were baptized into Christ – more than Moses!  
More than water for physical sustenance, we drink of the body and blood of Christ in the Lord's Supper for the 
forgiveness of our sins.   We receive these things as Gentiles even!  History tells us this.   
 
Yet what did Paul say about the Israelites from his presentation of Old Testament history?  

Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered over the desert. 
Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they 
did. . . .  These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on 
whom the fulfillment of the ages has come. So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that 
you don’t fall! No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; 
he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also 
provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 

If you don’t study Bible history and take it seriously you will not have the opportunity to learn from their 
mistakes instead of making your own.  You’ll think that with your baptism and the Lord's Supper that you could 
never fall.  You’ll miss seeing a dimension of sinners and of God you never would have seen before.   
 
You might compare it to driving with only one eye open.  You could still get around, but your depth perception 
wouldn’t be as good.  You’d have more blind spots.  It would be harder to tell when to turn and how far or close 
things were.  So also it is with studying the Bible.  People can be saved with a simple faith in Christ crucified.  
But the history of the Bible shows us a history of how God has dealt with people throughout the ages.  It shows 
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us what makes God angry and how God deals with sin.  It tells us who we are and where we came from.  Most 
importantly, it uses different scenarios to illustrate how we need a Savior and who that Savior is.   
 
These facts are what bring about faith; faith in the factual God who saves through Jesus Christ.  They give us a 
proper Christian perspective and proper Christian theology.  This is why Christian education is so important for 
you and for your children.  They are much more important than math or science will ever be. 
 
Lesson 3 - Luke 13:1-9 
 
When you talk about Christian education, there are those who are quick to point out the hypocrisy of it all.  I’ve 
heard this several times.  “He doesn’t go to church anymore, and he even went to MLS.”  The underlying point 
is that, “You’d think he wouldn’t have ended up that way!”  Some throw up their hands and say, “What good 
did all of that Christian education do?”   
 
Might I be so bold as to say that the primary objective of Christian education is not given to produce “better” 
children?  Nor is it to try and create a type of utopia where all of the good Lutheran kids can hang out together 
and marry each other, although that’s not all bad.   
 
Think of how and why Jesus educated His disciples.  A tower in Siloam had fallen and killed 18 people.   Most 
people thought that such disasters were brought about by a specific sin which someone committed.  They 
needed education.  Jesus said, “Do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem?  

I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”  Instead of trying to blame their death on a 
SPECIFIC sin, Jesus educated them on the nature of sin.  Everyone dies.  Everyone must face judgment at one 
time or another.  Unless you repent, you too will perish.  Jesus viewed everything in light of repentance.  His 
“education” was always done in order to bring people to repentance and faith in Him.  When our sinful children 
sin at our Lutheran grade school or high school, they’re taught and told to repent and believe in Christ for the 
forgiveness of sins; to go back to their baptisms and crave the Supper.   
 
In my opinion, this is one of the key distinctions in our Lutheran education.  This is our first year having 
Christian education available.  Public education in KS had many good and caring teachers who taught our 
children how to read and write.  There were Christian teachers in the public school system who did well at what 
they were hired to do.  We don’t need to vilify them to promote Christian education.  Here’s the main difference 
that I see which makes Christian education so important; our teachers are allowed to work with the Word and 
present every topic from a Biblical world view.  

The first time I was introduced to our Kindergarten class, our teacher had an overhead teaching the kids that we 
are sinful from birth.  If she had tried that in public school, she would have been reprimanded and accused of 
child abuse; teaching the child not to have self-esteem.  Think about how we view the earth, as having been 
created by God and under God’s judgment.  This is completely contrary to what children are taught under 
public education’s science department; that the evolved earth came about by some unknown process and is now 
being ruined by our pollution and needs to be saved by us.  This evolutionary world view is contributing to the 
ruining of children’s faith.  Morality is taught in terms of acceptance and non-judgmental attitudes.  In an 
inadvertent way our children are being taught to accept behavior that is openly sinful.  Condemning sinful 
behavior is equated with hate.  Teachers who should be able to reprimand and correct their students are 
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handcuffed and unable to say or do anything that could really help the children.  Some say that schools are 
ruined because there is no prayer in school.  In my opinion, it isn’t that at all.  Kids can pray privately if they 
want to.  It’s these underlying philosophies that are rubbing off on our children.   It’s these same philosophies 
that make teaching in a public setting so difficult for Christians; handcuffing them in some respects from giving 
them the one thing they really need.   

Jesus used a common occurrence to teach repentance.  The people were thinking that bad things only happened 
to really bad people that really did something to deserve a freak accident.  That wasn’t the case at all.  In God’s 
sight, everyone is bad and needs to repent.  Christian education teaches the same message of Jesus.  Science 
shows us God is smarter than us.  Repent.  History shows us God is in control beyond what we can understand.  
Repent.  Arithmetic reflects how God has ordered the world in a way that is so complex we can’t figure it all 
out.  Repent.  Christian education isn’t about trying to create a utopia of better kids or smarter kids for our 
society.  It’s about teaching kids to repent of their sins and trust in Jesus.  It’s about teaching them how to 
measure and view the world in a way that doesn’t malign God’s word; so that children can grow.   

Luke 13:6-9 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to 
look for fruit on it, but did not find any. So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three 
years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why 
should it use up the soil?’ ”‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it 
and fertilize it. If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’” 

Of course God wants to see fruit.  Christian educators want to see fruit.  But how did this fruit come about?  Not 
by self-esteem and humanism, but by digging and dunging around the tree.  The gardener had to get his hands 
dirty and fertilize around the base of the tree.   
 
Our children are young trees trying to grow from the ground.  Our teachers have the dirty job of not just 
teaching reading, writing, and arithmetic; but also mentoring and guiding our children in their behavior.  They 
view all of their topics and approach all of their teaching from a perspective of sin and grace; from a Christian 
worldview.  Science is approached from a view point of looking at God’s creation.  History is approached with 
the knowledge that God directs all of history to point to His story.    All things are taught in the hope that the 
children will grow in their wonders of God’s creation and His powerful direction of history; with the ultimate 
hope that they will see ever clearer their need for Jesus as their Savior.   
 
Are there failures?  Of course.  Is Christian education the cure all?  Of course not.  History has shown that when 
the parents aren’t on board, Christian education rarely keeps the child from following the bad example of the 
parents.  Children can rebel against what they’ve been taught, just as the Israelites did.  But just because there 
are failures, we can’t forget that there are successes as well.  We can’t forget about all of the kids who have 
used their education to grow in faith and become faithful members of God’s church.  We also can’t forget how 
God works; through the digging and dunging; through Bible history; to create and strengthen faith in the youth 
of our congregation.  For this we celebrate and thank God; praising Him for working through the Christian 
education that we are providing; and praying for His continued blessings on it.  Amen.  


